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BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

75 Waterleaze, Taunton TA2 8PX Tel: 01823 975277 
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk 

Chairman: Councillor S Albon Parish Clerk: Mrs V Moore 
 

MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
ON THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 8.00 PM 

 
Present: 
  
Councillors K Every 
  F Aplin 
  R Barton 
  I Farmer  
  L Marshall 
 
In attendance: District Councillors Wale and Kenton; Mrs V Moore, Clerk 
   
9/20/1 Appointment of Chairman to April 2021  
 
Councillor Every was nominated to be Chairman by Councillor Marshall, seconded by Councillor Barton and 
unanimously agreed.  
 
9/20/2 Apologies 
 
Councillor Parsons and County Councillor Broom. 
 
9/20/3 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
9/20/4 Minutes 
 
The minutes of the virtual meeting held on 23rd July 2020 were agreed. 
 
9/20/5 Matters Arising 
 
The Chair thanked Councillor Marshall for posting adverts for the post of Footpath Officer and for the trees which 
were available for planting. Sherilyn Dingle is the new Footpath Officer and she has received all the information and 
help needed from SSDC. 
 
The Chair also thanked Councillor Farmer and his family for all their work in looking after and handing over the tree 
saplings. 
 
Due to coronavirus, VE Day celebrations had been postponed from May 2020 and hopefully would now be held in 
July 2021. Councillor Barton had discussed with Anthony Norton and he could manage the 3rd July 2021. 
 
9/20/6 County Councillor and District Councillor reports 
 
District Councillor Kenton spoke about the two different proposals - ‘One Somerset’, from Somerset County Council 
which was for one unitary authority – and ‘Stronger Somerset’ from 4 district councils for two unitary authorities. A 
Minister of State from the Government would make the decision on which to have, early in 2021. The new Council 
would be elected in May 2022, possibly considerably less councillors but no details available as yet. Information on 
both of these proposals can be found on both their websites. 
 
District Councillor Wale added that services would change, the main purpose was to save money so that services will 
have more money to deal with matters such as Adult Care and to remove a lot of executives and managers. 
 
District Councillors Wale and Kenton were both working their way through planning reform, which includes making 
sure parishes have enough time to consider planning applications and ensure the local voice is not lost. 
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The A303 dualling at Sparkford has received complaints. 
 
County Councillor Broom had sent a written report in her absence. 
 
£1m Somerset Climate Emergency Community Fund had been launched and was open for applications from 1 
October. Money is available to help local communities become carbon neutral ad mitigate the impacts of Climate 
Change in Somerset. City, Town and Parish Councils across Somerset were invited to bid for between £5-75,000 for 
innovative projects which could make a real difference in reducing carbon emissions and could contribute to making 
Somerset resilient to the effects of climate change. 
 
Somerset communities were urged to know the signs of ‘County Lines’ in a bid to stop illegal drug related criminal 
activity operating in their area. Contact Crimestoppers if you believe County Lines are operating in your area on 0800 
555111. A young person involved in County Lines activity could show some of these signs – 
 
Persistently going missing from school or home, or being found out of area 
Unexplained acquisition of money, clothes or mobile phones 
Excessive receipt of texts or phone calls 
Relationships with controlling, older individuals or gang association 
Parental concerns, and leaving home or care without explanation 
Suspicion of self harm, physical assault or unexplained injuries 
Significant decline in school performance and changes in emotional well-being 
 
Somerset Libraries have rolled out a new order-and-collect service giving customers access to library books whilst 
staying safely socially distanced, using an online request form to receive a selection of up to 10 books, DVDs or 
Talking books. 
 
Anyone who is a member of Somerset Libraries can also download audiobooks, magazines, books, comics etc. The 
mobile library is also back on the road. 
 
9/20/7 Vacancy for Parish Councillor 
 
Notices would be posted advertising for a Parish Councillor. Anyone interested should apply to SSDC by the 23rd 
September 2020, with more than one application resulting in an election. 
 
9/20/8 Planning 
 
(i) 
Application No. 20/01903/FUL 
Applicant - 
Proposal Creation of an all weather riding area 
Location Land adjacent Oak House, Blackwater Road, Buckland St Mary 
 
Councillors had been consulted on this application between meetings and there were no objections. 
 
(ii) 
Application No. 20/01423/HOU/Kyle Wise 
Applicant - 
Proposal Erection of an oak framed, tiled roof conservatory to front of dwelling 
Location Highfield House, Hare Lane, Buckland St Mary TA20 3JT 
 
This was an adjoining parish application. Buckland St Mary Parish Councillors had no comments. 
 
(iii) 
Application No. 20/01026/FUL 
Applicant - 
Proposal Conversion of storage barn to 1 No. dwelling with associated works 
Location Middle Barton, Blindmoor Lane, Buckland St Mary 
 
The Parish Council had no further comments to add to the original application 
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(iv) 
Application No. 20/01729/COL 
Applicant Mr & Mrs Ducker 
Proposal Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing use of the 

bungalow as a residential dwelling 
Location 2 Crosshill, Birchwood Road, Buckland St Mary TA20 3QB 
 
After full discussion where no issues were raised, the Parish Council supported this application. 
 
9/20/9 ‘Stronger Somerset’  
 
SSDC had written to town and parish councils, following the release of the ‘Stronger Somerset’ vision outlining their 
proposal for the reform of local government and two new Councils in Somerset to replace the four District Councils 
and the County Council. 
 
SSDC had arranged four dates and invited a representative to participate in a Zoom discussion with the Chief 
Executive and Leader of the Council. 
 
Councillor Barton offered to take part in this discussion. 
 
9/20/10 Finance 
 

(i)  Following a communication from the external auditors, the Council confirmed the Clerk’s response to the 
external auditors for exemption for a review under the limited assurance regime as the Parish Council 
met the criteria to do so. 
 

(ii)  The Council approved the NJC Salary Award from 1st April 2020 for the Clerk, which would incur a 30p per 
hour cost of living increase, backdated to the 1st April 2020. 
 

(iii)  Outstanding accounts were – 
SALC Affiliation fee for 2020/21 - £149.09 
HMRC PAYE for September 2020, including back tax April-September 2020 inclusive, following cost of 
living increase - £74.68 
Clerk’s back pay from 1st April 2020-30th September 2020, less tax - £42.24 

(iv)  Councillors agreed to the amendment to the list of signatories on the Council’s bank accounts for the 
removal of Councillor Albon. 
 

9/20/11 Distribution of correspondence 
 
All correspondence had been emailed to Councillors. 
 
9/20/12 Matters for report 
 
Councillor Barton reported that the noticeboard in Hare Lane would not lock. The Chair offered to investigate. 
 
Concern was expressed that the new low-cost housing at Little Hill looked a little rough after being erected. The 
Clerk was asked to contact Hastoe Housing Association to see if something could be done to improve the 
appearance. 
 
The Clerk reported that whilst Zoom meetings of the Parish Council have to continue, full access information would 
have to be posted on the website and public notices 
 
The Chair asked the Clerk to contact Somerset Forge Ltd for a quote for the replacement of the arm missing on the 
fingerpost near the Eagle Tavern. 
 
9/20/13 Date and time of next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held virtually on Thursday 1st October 2020, at 8.00 pm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
 
K Every     V Moore 
Chair     Clerk 
5th September 2020 


