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BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 

75 Waterleaze, Taunton TA2 8PX Tel: 01823 975277 
vmmoore21@hotmail.co.uk 

Chairman: Councillor S Albon Parish Clerk: Mrs V Moore 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BUCKLAND ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE 
VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 6th JUNE 2019 AT 8.00 PM 

 
 
Public Question Time 
 
This section is not part of the formal meeting and brief notes of comments raised are shown below. Over 40 
parishioners were present for this part of the evening, relating to planning application 19/00973/FUL. 
 
It was felt that this planning application should have been withdrawn completely and a new one put in. 
The application relates to agricultural land and should not be changed. 
What is to stop the applicant applying for more? 
Hoped that those parishioners present this evening would return again next month for the revised application. 
The Planning Officer had said the log cabins could be classed as caravans. 
These cabins can arrive in two pieces but must be able to be removed in one piece. 
One log cabin is shown as being situated against the hedge which shuts out the view across Buckland St Mary. 
Were they going to take out the hedge? 
New gateway needed – trees would have to be removed and a biological survey needs to be done. 
Any views/comments need to be sent to SSDC planning again, regardless of whether comments had been sent for 
the withdrawn application. Amended plan needs new comments. 
 
District Councillor Kenton explained the current planning system. 
 
Not wanting to be accused in NIMBYism. Felt that Dr Farha and his wife should be invited to the next parish council 
meeting so parishioners can hear their views and their opinions. Parishioners involved should not be seen to be 
holding a witch hunt. 
 
 
 
The Council then commenced the Parish Council meeting. 
 
Present: 
  
Councillors S Albon – Chair 
  F Aplin 
  R Barton 
  K Every  
  I Farmer 
  L Marshall 
  N Parsons 
   
In attendance: District Councillor J Kenton, County Councillor A Broom, Mrs V Moore, Clerk  
 
 
6/19/1 Apologies 
 
Apology for absence was received from District Councillor M Wale. 
 
6/19/2 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
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6/19/3 Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Council meeting held on the 9th May 2019, were 
both agreed and signed as a true record. 
 
6/19/4 Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
6/19/5 County Councillor, District Councillor and Avon and Somerset Constabulary reports 
 
County Councillor Broom had a written report which the Clerk would circulate to Councillors and which she 
outlined. 
 
The Somerset Fund had been set up to support grassroot charities to enable donors who prefer to give locally but 
did not have a cause they wish to support and/or liked the idea of supporting multiple causes. Matched funding 
would increase donations by up to 80%. 
 
Public Health Nursing teams have now returned from the NHS to the Council, which forms part of a significant 
transformation programme which aims to improve lives and life chances for children and yount people. 
 
Foster Care – Somerset still short of foster carers with over 500 children in care. 
 
Somerset County Council had appeared on BBC 1’s Panorama on the subject of Adult Social Care. 
 
£2,000 was being given to each County Councillor to help with the prevention of something in each councillor’s 
Ward. County Councillor Broom will keep the Parish Council up to date on what that prevention will be. 
 
District Councillor Kenton 
 
District Councillor Kenton outlined the ‘transformation’ of SSDC, resulting in restructuring of officers and roles as well 
as a shift towards online working for both members of the public and councillors dealing with the Council. The 
Council now has ‘landing pages’ which are based around an event in peoples’ lives such as moving house or having a 
child. Under each heading, there would be a range of services tailored to that event. It is possible to register online 
and create an account where your details can be accessed, ie Council tax, housing benefit etc. 
 
Planning documents are available on the site as well as a ‘report it’ page where reports can be sent about, eg a 
street light problem or fly tipping. 
 
South Somerset Careline service which provides support for elderly and vulnerable people in the area is run by the 
District Council, with a one-off fee of £34.85 and a weekly charge of £4.07, plus VAT. Keysafe can be installed at a 
charge of £40 plus VAT. Comfort calls can also be provided where people in receipt of the careline service receive a 
regular call providing extra reassurance at a charge of 85p per call. 
 
6/19/6 Planning 
 
(i) 
Application No. 18/03764/S73A 
Applicant Mr Sean Ritchie 
Proposal S73A application to amend conditions 2 (approved plans), 7 (external 

alterations and 8 (extensions) of approval 13/02897/FUL to allow for 
erection of an extension (boiler room, log store and car port) and 
alterations to fenestration and materials 

Location Foxglove Barn (formerly The Piggery Tanlake Farm) Madgeon Lane, 
Buckland St Mary 

 
Further to the meeting in February 2019, objections had been raised by neighbours and the Planning Officer, 
which had now been addressed as follows: 
 
Roof tiles – changed to acceptable 
Dormer window – extension dormer had been reduced in size, and all windows have wooden cladding rather than 

rendered 
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Series of trees planted to lessen impact of barn. 
Considerate to the views of neighbours and the planning office. 
 
Whilst there had been complaints on the previous application, there were none for the Council to consider at this 
meeting. 
 
The Parish Council considered these amendments and supported the application. 
 
(ii) 
Application No. 19/00973/FUL 
Applicant Dr Talal Fahra 
Proposal Change of use to glamping site with the proposed erection of 10 No. units 

and associated buildings 
Location Land adjacent to Beech Hill Beech Road Buckland St Mary Chard TA20 3SP 
 
This application had now been withdrawn so was not considered. An amended application will be considered at the 
next meeting of the Parish Council on 4th July 2019. 
 
6/19/7 First Aid training refresher course 
 
No further update was available. 
 
6/19/8 Winter Service Review – Precautionary Gritting Network 
 
After previous circulation of the recent circular of Precautionary Gritting Network from Somerset County Council, the 
Chair said it would make very little difference to Buckland St Mary. 
 
County Councillor Broom outlined information she had just received that all roads which were deleted from gritting 
last year will be included back on for 2019/20. She has asked for confirmation that this was the case. 
 
The Chair said that gritting on the 99 bus route was a futile exercise last year as only one part of the road was 
gritted. It was also agreed that some logical thinking and a review was needed for those tractor drivers who do 
gritting and should be deployed in areas near where they were based. 
 
6/19/9 Finance  
 

(i) The Annual Accounts for 2018/19 had been internally audited, agreed, and were now signed by the Chair. It 
was agreed that the Council would send a Certificate of Exemption which was for smaller authorities who 
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit 
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 
 

(ii) Outstanding accounts were agreed: 
  
 HMRC PAYE for June £64.12 
 Village Hall rent £28.96 
 MJP Bookkeeping internal audit £31.80 
 Mrs V Moore, Clerk, reimbursement for stamps etc £41.10 
 Came & Company, Parish Council insurance for 2019/20 £294.17 
 

(iii) Parish accounts and payments to date were agreed. 
  
6/19/10 Distribution of correspondence 
 
Correspondence was distributed for circulation. 
 
6/19/11 Matters for report 
 
The Clerk reported the temporary closure of Staple Fitzpaine Road from the junction with Parsonage Lane to the 
junction with Bulford Road on 10 July 2019 with works expected to last for 3 days (0930-1530). 
 
The water leak in the centre of the village was getting worse and Councillor Farmer offered to have a look the next 
day. 



4/4 
 

 

 
VE Day 75, 8th May 2020 – a circular had been received from Pageant and it was agreed this would be considered at 
the next meeting. 
 
Councillor Barton had been trying to clear the bin in the centre of the village but bags of rubbish were being put in 
the bin which was not what it was there for. 
 
6/19/12 Date and time of next meeting 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 4th July 2019 at 8.00 pm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S Albon      V Moore 
Chair      Clerk 
 
10th June 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


